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Approximately 500 people participated in the January 
20th Women’s March in Carbondale, Colorado. Karina 
Mendoza’s sign translates to, “the patriarchy is violence 
and misogyny kills.”



Sandra Lopez speaks to supporters at the 2018 Women’s March from the front steps of the church parsonage where she has 
taken sanctuary. She tells the crowd, “You never lose your dignity fighting for your rights.”













On Aug. 7, 2018 fire fighter David Herrera observes the National Night Out in Basalt, Colorado. The event was held to honor 
the first responders who protected the community during the recent Lake Christine wildfire. 







Witnesses rushed to help defuse the situation. The cord of firewood caught fire while in transport just before 9:00 am on Mon-
day, March 5, 2017. The truck pulled over on Spring Valley Rd near Carbondale, Colorado.



Mill Creek trail reopens for biking just weeks before the one year anniversary of the Lake Christine wildfire.







Heather Russell is the founder of Sacred Cycle. The Carbondale based organization helps survivors of sexual assault reconnect 
with their bodies through mountain biking.



(The next four images are part of a larger project about women living in sanctuary in Colorado). 
Sandra Lopez speaks to her lawyer. Currently there are 11 million people in the United States with no legal pathway to 
residency. Sandra has been working with a team of lawyers and, despite spending approximately $40,000 to fight her 
deportation, little progress has been made in her case.

Sanctuary



Araceli Velasquez comforts her son Christopher (3).  “I am dying of sadness, but I have to find strength for my children,” she 
says.
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Rosa Sabido video chats with her mother Blanca Valdivia about Blanca’s most recent cancer treatment. Because Rosa entered 
sanctuary, she was unable to take care of her mother when she was diagnosed with breast cancer. Blanca moved to Mexico to 
receive treatment and be closer to extended family. She unexpectedly passed away from a heart attack on July 23, 2018, just 
five days after this photo was taken.



Ingrid Encalada’s son Bryant (9) misses his home but explains, “I live in a church so mom can be protected from deportation.”



At age 26 Amanda Seubert decided to sell her house in Denver and move in with her parents near Carbondale so she could 
dedicate her time and resources to improving her health. In the years she spent focusing on school and beginning her life as an 
adult, her scoliosis had worsened. She now suffered chronic back pain and a general sense of physical unease. It was beginning 
to affect her daily life.

The Price of Healing



Seubert suffered a spinal cord injury during an ATV accident when she was nine-years-old.



Attending therapy sessions is like a full-time job for Seubert. In addition to traditional physical therapy she does hydrotherapy, 
massage and chiropractic therapies, traction therapy, meditation,acupuncture and prolo injection therapy. Aside from 
chiropractic and traditional physical therapy sessions, all of the costs are out of pocket. Amanda hopes to be able to continue 
her rigorous treatment schedule for as long as she can using the money she made from selling her Denver house.



Seubert has seen great physical and emotional gains since beginning treatment early last year.“Emotionally it has helped me 
having that feeling of accomplishment. When I see the changes in my body I can say ‘I did that, I made that happen,’ whereas 
before I always felt helpless to the whims of fate,” she says.



Doctor Aaron Nickamin injects a proliferative solution deep into Amanda’s joints, ligaments, and tendons in order to stimulate 
her body’s natural inflammatory response to heal damaged tissues.







Seubert with her nephew Kayden Bertram (10). “I couldn’t have done this without my family. Having the opportunity to move 
back in with my parents so I don’t have to pay for room or board has allowed me to invest even more of my time and money on 
healing. My family is incredible, and their support and love have made me into who I am,” says Seubert.



One of Seubert’s goals is to improve her strength and mobility enough to take part in other treatments. “I would like to get 
to the point to where I can start walking in the exoskeleton because that would be freaking sweet. I want to have a little robot 
body,” she says.



Film: Vida En Santuario
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